
Understanding Design – a short workshop
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Introduction

• Page size

• Prominence

• Areas of space

Design is working with materials provided
in the space available
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Assembling the information

• What is the objective of the job?

• How is it being produced?

• How many colours?

• What size?

• Is there any existing branding?

• Are there any existing graphics or text?



14.03.08
ATHENE DESIGNS 4

Brand guidelines

• Brand logo

• Colours

• Corporate fonts

• Corporate identity
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The visual process

ICR Annual Report
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IEU Fact Sheets
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Understanding pictures

• Vector graphics

– line art, drawn using
lines and shapes
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• Pixelated graphics

– Scanned images
made up of a series
of dots

– Resolution specific
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Understanding colour

• Greyscale, monotone and duotone

• RGB

• CMYK

• Pantone and spot colours
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Greyscale

Greyscale is a colour
model based on a single
pigment - black

Greyscale is measured in
percentages. It  uses all
tints of the single colour
from 100% (solid black),
to 0% (white)

100% 0%
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Monotone

A Monotone is created
by replacing the black
pigment of a Greyscale
image with any single
colour



14.03.08
ATHENE DESIGNS 13

Duotone

A Duotone is created
by combining two
colours, usually one
of them is black
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RGB Colour

Red Green Blue
Red Green Blue
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RGB – how does it work

R-0

G-0

B-0

= Black
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R-255

G-0

B-0
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R-255

G-0

B-0

R-0

G-255

B-0
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R-255

G-0

B-0

R-0

G-255

B-0

R-0

G-0

B-255
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R-255

G-0

B-0

R-0

G-255

B-0

R-0

G-0

B-255

R-255

G-0

B-255

R-0

G-255

B-255

R-255

G-255

B-255

= white

R-255

G-255

B-0
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CMYK Colour – 4 colour process

Cyan Yellow BlackMagenta
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Pantone® Colour

• Pantone® is a specially created ink colour

• It is also known as:-

– Spot colour

– PMS

– A special colour
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Other factors to consider

• A Pantone colour cannot be matched exactly
out of CMYK

• Stock type can a ect the finished appearance
of the colour

– Gloss or matt

– Thickness/absorbancy
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4 colour Pantone®
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1 pigment is
used
ensuring the
accurate
reproduction
of the
true/pure
colour

2 pigments
have been
used to try to
match the
colour, 43%
Magenta and
69% Yellow

=

=
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Colour on type

4 colour Pantone®
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The printing process

• Litho printing

• Digital printing

• Screen printing
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Proofs

• Pdf

• Black and white lasers

• Colour lasers

• Digital colour proofs

• Matchprints and cromalins

• Wet proofs
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Costs

• Time

• Number of pages

• Number of colours

• Proofing method

• Type of stock

• Size

• Finishing
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Athene Designs

T: 020 8890 8708

F: 020 8890 1929

E: athenedes@aol.com

W: www.athenedesigns.com


